
FICTION
 

The Swans of Fifth Avenue by Melanie Benjamin
When Truman Capote gains access to New York high society, he builds an
unlikely friendship with socialite - known as a Swan - Babe Paley.
 

Funny Girl by Nick Hornby
Intrepid young Sophie Straw navigates 1960's London as she transforms from
provincial  ingenue to television starlet amid a constellation of delightful
characters. 
 

The Group by Mary McCarthy
Depicts the experiences of eight Vassar graduates the thirty years following
their graduation.
 

Park Avenue Summer by Renee Rosen
In glamorous 1965 New York City, brazen new Cosmopolitan magazine editor-
in-chief Helen Gurley Brown shocks America and saves a dying publication by
daring to talk to women about all things off-limits.
 

Careers for Women by Joanna Scott
Working for the New York Port Authority in the late 1950's under the tutelage of
a legendary publicist, Maggie Gleason befriends her boss' newest protegee, who
goes missing amid rumors about a devastating secret from the past.
 

Very Valentine by Adriana Trigiani
Valentine Roncalli struggles to save her
decades-old family business, finding
love and the life she wants along the way.
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NON-FICTION
 

Sick in the Head: conversations about life and comedy by Judd Apatow
Presents a collection of conversations with some of today's most popular
comedians, drawing on the author's teenage radio hosting days to include
pieces from the early years, and including interviews with such names as Jerry
Seinfeld, Jay Leno and Sandra Bernhard.
 

Last Girl Before the Freeway: the life, love, losses and liberation of Joan Rivers
by Leslie Bennetts
A portrait of the influential comedienne explores her enduring cultural legacy.
 

The Most of Nora Ephron by Nora Ephron
A whopping big celebration of the work of the late, great Nora Ephron,
America's funniest and most acute writer, famous for her brilliant takes on life
as we've been living these last forty years. 
 

The Comedians: drunks, thieves, scoundrels and the history of American
comedy by Kliph Nesteroff
Explores the history of stand-up comedy in the United States, from vaudeville
through radio and late-night television, discussing how comedians have both
reflected and shaped American culture over the past century.
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